
METEOROLOGIST PITCH - VIRTUAL 8/11 DAY 
 
You can reach out to local meteorologists to ask them to include a message about safe digging 
in their weather reports on Aug. 11 -- particularly if favorable weekend weather lies ahead. Find 
meteorologists’ contact info via news outlets’ websites, and then use the email template below 
to communicate your request to meteorologists no later than Aug. 8. 
 
SUBJECT: Important safety message for inclusion in your Aug. 8 weather reporting 
 
Good morning/afternoon [NAME OF METEOROLOGIST], 
 
I’m reaching out on behalf of [ORGANIZATION] to ask you to include an important safety 
message in your weather reporting on Thursday, Aug. 11.  
 
Aug. 11, or 8-1-1 on the calendar, is a good reminder to the public to always contact 811 via a 
free call to 811 or by visiting [811 CENTER]’s website before digging, so that they can have the 
approximate location of buried utilities marked before breaking ground.  
 
If you are reporting on favorable weather for the upcoming weekend on Thursday, Aug. 11, 
would you consider reminding viewers that if their weekend plans involve outdoor DIY 
projects like planting shrubs and flowers, or installing fences and mailboxes, they must 
first contact 811 to have buried utilities marked? 
 
Buried utilities are hit every few minutes in the U.S., and 811 is a free public service nationwide. 
Striking a single line, whether it be a gas, electric, communications, water or sewer line, can 
result in serious injuries, service disruptions and costly repairs. Before starting any digging 
projects, no matter how large or small, it is important to call 811 or submit a request online at 
[811 CENTER WEBSITE URL].  
 
Here is a sample script for your consideration: 

 
“With weekend weather looking great, you might be thinking about digging into some 
home improvement projects or showing that yard a little love -- I want to quickly remind 
you to always make the free call to 811 if your plans include any digging. Today is 
Aug. 11, or 8-1-1 on the calendar -- and it’s also a good reminder that you should not be 
putting a shovel in the ground this weekend unless you have already contacted 811. 
Before you dig, contact 811 and wait [NUMBER OF DAYS] for your utility companies to 
come mark the location of any buried lines, so that you can avoid hitting them and 
knocking out power or internet to your whole neighborhood! And of course stay safe this 
beautiful weekend.” 
 

Even if the weekend weather is looking less than favorable, we would appreciate your help on 
Aug. 11 to educate your viewers about 8/11 Day and the importance of contacting 811 before 



they start their next outdoor digging project! Please let us know if this is something you would be 
interested in partnering on, and we look forward to hearing your thoughts.  
 
Thank you for your consideration! 
[YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFO] 
 
 
 


